Choosing A Primary School For Your Child
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The years a child spends at primary school are the most vital in a school career. It's here that he or she will become - or fail to become - literate, numerate, sociable, intellectually curious and able to concentrate.
If your child's nursery is attached to a primary - and you're happy with it - the transition to 'Big School' should be smooth. 
If not, you'll have to do some shopping around. Talking to other parents is fine, but be wary. Their children may be very different from yours, and they may have different ideas about what makes makes a good school.
Draw up a shortlist
You have the right to say which school you want your child to go to, whether the school is inside or outside the area you live in. However, popular schools fill up fast and may give preference to those living nearer, so it's never too early to make enquiries. It makes sense to start by looking at local schools - no tiring journeys and your child will have neighbourhood friends. If you are not offered a place for your child at the school you have chosen, you have the right to appeal to an independent panel.
Get out the telephone directory and make a few appointments. Most schools will be happy to show you round and answer questions - if not, you should wonder why. Make a checklist before you go.
Positive signs in a primary school: 
· Children are happy and absorbed 

· Head enthusiastic and open when answering questions 

· Cheerful, busy atmosphere 

· Staff show an interest in your child as an individual 

· Staff ask you questions 

Be on the lookout for:
· Pupils seeming bored or bewildered 

· Scruffy corridors, unwatered plants, smelly loos 

· Noise (chatty is fine, screaming and shouting isn't) 

· Distracted staff, no interest in children's abilities and needs 

· Big classes (classes much over 30 are too big) 

Don't be too literal about this - all pupils are bored and noisy sometimes. Try to meet the Head - they have a huge influence on the school. Ask about the school's policy on bullying, medical or emotional problems, and how the school gets parents involved.
Finally... it's time to apply yourself
You should never assume your child will get a place at a school without you having to do anything. You have to apply to a school. Even if your child is at a nursery linked to an infant school, or an infant school linked to a junior school, you still need to make an application to move them on to the next stage.
